
Treatise on Veterinary Ethology and Etopathology 

(Publishing House Printech, Bucharest, Romania, 2022) 

is a book written in Romanian under the coordination of 

Prof. Iuliana CODREANU, DVM, PhD, habil. Dr., and 

with the following authors: Prof. Mario Codreanu, DVM, 

Ph.D., habil. Dr., Assoc. Prof. Niculae Tudor, DVM, Ph.D., 

Assist. Prof. Simona Nicolae, DVM, Ph.D., Adrian Bîlbă, 

DVM, Ph.D., Assist.Prof. Alexandra Cristian, DVM, Ph.D.

This book appeared in Romania as a necessity of the 

veterinary medical training process both for students 

and for the continuous training of veterinarian prac-

titioners. 

Animal ethology (the science of behaviour) has 

always preoccupied mankind, the domestication of 

animals being a continuous source of progress, but the 

crowning achievement as a science occurred recently 

in history (1973), with the award of the Nobel Prize in 

Phy-siology and Medicine to Konrad Lorentz, for 

studies on the behaviour of birds, Nikolaas Tinbergen 

(„Innate mechanisms of reflex triggering in different 

species”, „Study of instincts”) (12) and Karl von Frisch 

(„Behaviour of bees”) (9).

In Romania, notions of ethology were taught in the 

disciplines of Animal Physiology and Zoology, and the 

problems of ethology were included in Internal Medi-

cine, but the first book on animal behaviour was pu-

blished by the Romanian poet Mihai Beniuc and mainly 

concerned his own pets. The scientific foundations of 

animal ethology are laid by M. Cociu and Maria Cociu in 

1982, through the books „The mysteries of animal 

behaviour” (1) and „Ethology - animal behaviour” (2).

Since during the communist period research on ani-

mal behaviour /psychology was very limited for political 

reasons. In Romania, Coman et al. (1993) published 

the first large-scale works in the field of ethology and 

animal behavioural pathology (6), followed by Palicica 

(1998) (10), Salanțiu et al. (1998) (11), and Decun 

(2004) (8). The coordinator of „Treatise on Veterinary 

Ethology and Etopathology”, Prof. Iuliana Codreanu is 

the promoter of the discipline of Ethology at the Faculty 

of Veterinary Medicine of Bucharest (3, 4, 5, 7). 

Prof. Iuliana Codreanu has been working in the field of 

ethology since her doctoral studies, completed in 2000 

with the thesis "Research on maternal behaviour in sows". 

Her research continued through post-doctoral studies at 

the Romanian Academy, international research contracts 

and obtaining the Romanian Academy Award for the 

“Treatise on Animal Physiology and Ethology” (2015), in 

which she is the author of the chapter on Ethology. 

„Treatise on Veterinary Ethology and Etopa-

thology” is written by a team of authors with extensive 

expertise in animal physiology, ethology, and patho-

logy.  The Treatise is a large book consisting of  3 parts.

Part I, General Ethology 

is organized into the follo-

wing chapters:

- General data on beha-

viour in domestic animals;

- Physiological basis of 

behaviour;

- General data on co-

mmunication in animals;

- Behavioural interac-

tions in animals;

- General aspects of 

competition in animals.

Part II, Special Ethology, 

describes the behavioural 

peculiarities of domestic animals: horses, cattle, sheep, 

goats, pigs, dogs, cats, and birds. For each species the 

description is logically structured in sub-chapters: the 

relationship between the animal and the environment, 

nutritional and dipsic behaviour; excretory behaviour 

(defecation and urination); resting and sleeping beha-

viour; hygiene and comfort; social, exploratory, play 

behaviour; sexual, maternal and newborn behaviour, 

ending with agonistic behaviour. 

The authors point out that the biological motivation 

for agonistic behaviour lies in the ancestral reactions of 

the species in the struggle for existence, manifestations 

which during domestication became less intense, but 

more nuanced and sometimes even with a different 

meaning. In all species, the hierarchy of individuals wi-

thin a group is established by conflicts in which some in-

dividuals become 'dominant' and others 'subordinate'. 

Dominant individuals aggressively drive others away 
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from their food source, common roosting space, and 

mating females, while subordinate individuals retreat 

without resistance.

Part II concludes with Chapter 15, Behavioural pe-

culiarities of marine mammals - cetaceans (dolphins, 

whales), pinnipeds (sea lions, seals, and walruses), in 

which, in addition to ethological aspects, some details 

on the anatomy and physiology of these protected but 

insufficiently studied species are justifiably presented.

Part III - Etopathology is devoted to the presenta-

tion of behavioural disorders in animals, structured in 

the following chapters: General aspects of behavioural 

disorders in domestic animals; Disorders of feeding be-

haviour; Disorders of excretory behaviour; Disorders of 

sexual behaviour; Disorders of maternal behaviour; Di-

sorders of aggressive behaviour; Disorders of beha-

viour associated with involutional depression; Cognitive 

disorders in geriatric animals.

In farm animals, behavioural disorders are reported 

quite often, as the causes of these disorders are also nu-

merous, given the context of artificialisation of rearing, 

farming and feeding conditions, and concerns for their 

prevention are dominated by economic considerations.

It is recognised that stressful, fear-generating situa-

tions are involved in the development of behavioural di-

sorders in pets, which can become pathological through 

persistence and repetition, with many similarities to hu-

man mental illnesses. 

The paper concludes with the Cognitive Dysfunction 

Syndrome of Elderly Dogs, the authors highlight many 

pathogenetic similarities between this syndrome and 

Alzheimer's disease in humans. While in the modern era 

experimental research on dogs has brought many ad-

vances in human medicine, in organ and systems pa-

thology, its use in elucidating the pathogenesis of hu-

man mental illnesses is also proving extremely useful.

Ethology and Etopathology is a very valuable scien-

tific treatise. The bibliography at the end of each chap-

ter includes references from the authors' research ex-

perience. The work is illustrated with numerous colour 

figures, designed to facilitate reading. We believe that 

the book is useful not only to specialists and students 

concerned with animal husbandry and pathology, but 

also to the general public who love animals. We congra-

tulate the collective of authors and wish them many fu-

ture editions.
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