
On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of 

the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Uni-

versal Declaration of Human Rights, where under 

Article 26 – the Right to education was formulated: 

“Everyone has the right to education. Education shall 

be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental 

stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. 

Technical and professional education shall be made 

generally available and higher education shall be e-

 Academic excellence for quality education: the 

concept has become a valuable tool in the ranking of 

educational institutions; for the effective evaluation of 

academic excellence, specialists use quantitative and 

qualitative parameters or objective and subjective in-

dicators; academic excellence is more than just ma-

king good grades and demonstrated ability to perform, 

achieve, and/or excel in scholastic activities in both 

formal and informal education, academic excellence is 

the development of intellectual abilities and skills in 

service to humanity.

 Improving academic standards of quality educa-

tion: academic standards are the benchmarks of quali-

ty and excellence in education; these standards iden-

tify what students should know and do in a given disci-

pline/field, and serve as goals for student learning and 

assessment, and guide class instruction; academic 

standards are starting points of the curriculum deve-

lopment and quality of learning improvement.

 Applied learning in veterinary medicine quality 

education: the veterinary practice has several areas 

and students should benefit from a variety of learning 

methods to achieve all Day One Competencies. In this 

regard, the modern veterinary curricula integrate vari-

ous methods of learning, as follows: problem-based or 

case-based learning, apprenticeship-based learning, 

collaborative / group-based learning, research-led-

based learning, evidence-based learning, and extra-

mural / off-campus clinical rotations-based learning.
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 Excelență academică pentru educația de calitate: 

conceptul a devenit un instrument valoros în ierarhiza-

rea instituțiilor de învățământ; evaluarea eficienței ex-

celenței academice se face cu ajutorul unor parametri 

cantitativi și calitativi sau indicatori obiectivi și subiec-

tivi; excelența academică este mai mult decât obține-

rea unor note bune și demonstrarea abilităților dobân-

dite și/sau excelarea în activitățile școlare atât în edu-

cația formală, cât și în cea informală, excelența acade-

mică presupune dezvoltarea abilităților și aptitudinilor 

intelectuale în slujba omenirii.

 Îmbunătățirea standardelor academice de educa-

ție de calitate: standardele academice reprezintă re-

perele calității și excelenței în educație; aceste stan-

darde identifică ceea ce studenții ar trebui să cunoască 

și să facă într-un anumit domeniu și să servească 

drept scopuri pentru învățarea și evaluarea studenților 

și îndrumarea instruirii în clasă; standardele acade-

mice reprezintă puncte de pornire ale dezvoltării curri-

culei și îmbunătățirea calității învățării.

 Educație aplicată în medicina veterinară de calita-

te: activitățile veterinare se pot desfășura în mai multe 

domenii, iar studenții ar trebui să beneficieze de o va-

rietate de metode de învățare pentru a-și atinge toate 

“Competențele din Prima Zi”; în acest sens, curricula 

veterinară modernă integrează diferite metode de 

predare-învățare, cum sunt: învățarea bazată pe pro-

bleme sau studii de caz, învățarea bazată pe ucenicie, 

învățarea bazată pe colaborare / lucrul în echipă, învă-

țarea bazată pe cercetare, învățarea bazată pe dovezi 

și învățarea bazată pe activități modulare extramu-

rale / în afara campusului.

Cuvinte cheie: excelență academică, 

standarde academice, învățare aplicată
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qually accessible to all on the basis of merit. Educa-

tion shall be directed to the full development of the hu-

man personality and to the strengthening of respect 

for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall 

promote understanding, tolerance and friendship a-

mong all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall 

further the activities of the United Nations for the 

maintenance of peace. Parents have a prior right to 

choose the kind of education that shall be given to 

their children” (13).

At the same time, the right to education is en-

shrined in Articles 10, 13, and 14 of the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(14); Articles 23, 28, 29 and 40 of the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (16); Articles 31, 34, 43 and 45 

of the International Convention on the Protection of 

the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 

Families (17); Articles 5, 10, 14 and 16 of the Conven-

tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women (15); Articles 17 and 18 of the African 

Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights; Article 24 of 

the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabili-

ties (18).

The definition of education is often formulated by 

starting from the etymology of this word, to which 

there are added specifications adapted to the needs of 

the society and the context in which it is performed. In 

this regard, The Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dic-

tionary & Thesaurus defines education as “the process 

of teaching or learning, especially in a school or col-

lege, or the knowledge that you get from this” or, in the 

American English sense, “the process of teaching or 

learning in a school, or the knowledge that you get 

from this, or the study of methods and theories of tea-

ching” (7). In English, the word education seemed to 

have originated either in the French word éducation or 

to have come directly from the Latin word educatio-

nem (past participle stem of educare), meaning "sys-

tematic schooling and training for work" (21). In the 

broader sense, education can be defined as a syste-

matic process through which a person becomes civi-

lized, refined and cultured by acquiring knowledge, 

experience and skills.

Quality education can be defined as the effective-

ness or efficiency of the educational process expe-

rienced by students. An educational process when a 

standard education is given to all, where the content 

or syllabus is the same for all and is improved with the 

passage of time. However, Johnes et al. (2017) offer 

an overview of the various papers about efficiency in 

education which revealed that quality education at the 

university level it is more than a simple definition, this 

involves a multi-layered analysis which includes a-

mong others: 

· the funding policies' impact on the quality, effi-

ciency and equity of education;

· the dynamic of educational issues;

· the student feedback in university education effi-

ciency;

· the impact of certain education practices;

· the complementarity between teaching and re-

search outputs;

· the measurement of the education quality inputs 

and outputs (23).

The World Conference on Education for All in 

Jomtien, Thailand, 1990 and the Millennium Declara-

tion and the Dakar Framework for Action in 2000 de-

fined the quality education as “the desirable characte-

ristics of learners (healthy, motivated students), pro-

cesses (competent teachers using active pedagogies), 

content (relevant curricula) and systems (good gover-

nance and equitable resource allocation)” (26).

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

FOR QUALITY EDUCATION

The concept of excellence in higher education in-

stitutions has been advocated over the past years and 

has become a valuable tool in their ranking (8). 

Classically, excellence is defined as a fulfilment of a 

predefined set of standards, fitted for the purpose 

assumed. The concept of excellence has multi-dimen-

sional aspects, with approaches at the level of the in-

stitution, faculty, department or individual members 

of staff and with applicability in management / tea-

ching delivery and in staff / students (11). 

In the effective evaluation of higher education in-

stitutions, excellence translates into quantitative and 

qualitative parameters or objective and subjective in-

dicators (20) with the outputs from study and re-

search, and it can be identified with achieving good 

grades and superior performance.

The excellence in higher education management 

can be assessed by using various models, such as the 
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European Foundation for Quality Management (EFQM) 

“Excellence Model”, The Baldrige Model, and Brent Ru-

ben's book on excellence in American higher education 

(11).  The EFQM Excellence Model uses the following 

criteria, divided between enablers and results, to 

assess the progress towards excellence: leadership, 

policy and strategy, people management, partner-

ships and resources, and process management (6).

In the ENQA point of view, excellence in teaching 

delivery is determined by “the inspirational nature of 

individual lecturers, the organisation of presentations, 

the interaction with students as participants and how 

well the information provided meets the learning ob-

jectives of the course” (11). 

In “Conceptions of teaching excellence underlying 

teaching award schemes”, Gibbs (2008) recommends 

that the focus be on the student learning, the personal 

support for students, the wider learning environment, 

the development of the curriculum, the student feed-

back ratings on teacher, the teacher's research record 

and subject knowledge, the external recognition of the 

teacher, the emphasis on efforts to develop teaching 

and on the “scholarship of teaching” (19).

The excellence of academic staff must be defined 

in the context of social, economic and political changes 

(25). In case of the European universities and insti-

tutes, the staff with responsibilities for students' edu-

cation are expected to possess and demonstrate con-

tinuing expertise in teaching, including the supervi-

sion of research students (24).

To achieve academic excellence, the student has to 

manage the time so that he / she can succeed maxi-

mum performance and knowledge both in the doctrine 

of basic training and personal development. In this 

regard, it is recommended that the students complete 

a strong liberal arts and science background in 

addition to the major field of study by using the library, 

attend lectures, concerts, art exhibits, theatrical per-

formances, seminars, and other cultural activities to 

develop self-confidence, persistence and leadership 

abilities, an attitude of social responsibility and an 

understanding of cultural and intellectual differences 

(5).

In guiding students to quality education, academic 

institutions designed pillars of the student academic 

excellence, such as belonging and engagement, stu-

dent health and wellness, and academic success and 

financial stability (27), or college readiness, advising, 

student engagement and clearing bottlenecks (12).

For example, in the academic excellence, the “be-

longing and engagement pillar” means the student be-

longs to a community where each member receives 

educational opportunities to build relationships and 

expand the interests across music and the arts, spiri-

tuality and religion, culture, service and philanthropy, 

sports and recreation, while the “academic success 

pillar” is defined by how well you have grown in your 

intellectual, emotional, social and ethical development 

during your academic education (27).

As a conclusion, academic excellence is more than 

just obtaining good grades and demonstrating the 

ability to perform, achieve, and/or excel in scholastic 

activities in both formal and informal education, aca-

demic excellence is the development of intellectual 

abilities and skills in service to humanity (5). 

Academic excellence drives the motivation for un-

interrupted improvement in all the aspects of the uni-

versity education (11).

IMPROVING ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

OF QUALITY EDUCATION

Academic education in the European higher educa-

tion area is regularly externally reviewed by a quality 

assurance agency. Programme accreditation and perio-

dic external evaluations of the Romanian higher educa-

tion institutions can be carried out by the national QA 

agency ARACIS or any other EQAR listed agency.

The areas for quality assurance set up by the Ro-

manian Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Educa-

tion (ARACIS – Agenția Română de Asigurare a Calită-

ții în Învățământul Superior) are: 

(a) institutional capacity (management, adminis-

tration, material basis, financial resources and human 

resources for achieving its stated mission and ob-

jectives); 

(b) educational effectiveness (organization of tea-

ching, learning and research to achieve the learning 

and research outcomes envisioned in its mission); 

(c) quality management (the institution evaluates 

its own education quality assurance and improve-

ment). 

These three areas cover the European standards of 

quality assurance mentioned in the “Standards and 
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Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Hi-

gher Education Area”, such as: Use of internal quality 

assurance procedures; Implementation of external 

quality assurance processes; Decision-making crite-

ria; Correlation between the procedures and proce-

sses applied in the external quality evaluation with the 

purposes and objectives of quality assurance (2).

Academic standards are the benchmarks of quality 

and excellence in education. All these standards iden-

tify what students should know and do in a given field, 

and serve as goals for student learning and assess-

ment, and guide class instruction. Similarly, academic 

standards are starting points of the curriculum deve-

lopment and quality of learning improvement. In this 

regard, ARACIS assumes the following tasks in quality 

assurance: 

(a) Formulating and reviewing national reference 

standards and performance indicators for quality eva-

luation and assurance in higher education; 

(b) Annually organising consultations with higher 

education institutions in order to establish the priori-

ties of quality assurance; 

(c) Drawing up and promoting policies and strate-

gies of action, in order to increase education quality;

(d) Publishing manuals, guides, synthesis papers of 

good practice in quality assurance and evaluation (2).

In Europe, the regular external review of the vete-

rinary medicine study programmes is performed by 

the European Association of Establishments for Veteri-

nary Education (EAEVE), which is the only transnatio-

nal non-governmental accrediting organisation for ve-

terinary medicine in Europe (10). The main purpose of 

EAEVE is to continuously develop the permanent sys-

tem of evaluation and accreditation of Establishments 

for Veterinary Education in agreement with Directives 

2005/36/EC and 2013/55/EU (9).

APPLIED LEARNING IN VETERINARY 

MEDICINE QUALITY EDUCATION

Applied learning is defined at the educational 

process that integrates classroom learning with real-

world situations. Through applied learning, students 

are able to transform classroom knowledge in real-

world conditions, to cultivate a deeper understanding 

of course materials, and to gain skills from the practi-

cal activities that are valued by employers. 

In veterinary medical education several innovative 

teaching concepts, methods and tools are tested and 

applied as a result of new challenges emerged in mo-

dern societies to obtain professionals able to work in 

real-wold conditions (1). 

In veterinary schools, learning in real-world set-

tings is mainly used to help students to prepare as cli-

nicians. However, the veterinary practice has several 

areas and students should benefit from a variety of 

learning methods tailored to their targeted skills and 

to achieve all Day One Competencies. 

Therefore, the modern veterinary curricula inte-

grate various methods of learning, as follows: syste-

matic-based learning, problem-based or case-based 

learning, apprenticeship-based learning, self-directed 

learning, clinical/hospital-based learning, web-based 

learning, computer-based learning, collaborative 

(group)-based learning,inter-professional-based lear-

ning, research-led-based learning, evidence-based 

learning, peer-assisted-based learning, blended-

based learning, interactive classroom-based learning, 

clinical rotations-based learning, and extramural / off-

campus clinical rotations-based learning (1, 22).
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