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After the foundation of the first veterinary schools 

(1761 - Lyon, 1766 - Alfort, 1769 - Turin, etc.) in the 

eighteenth century, the first professional societies or 

associations of veterinary surgeons were established 

in the nineteenth century.

In Romania, the First Veterinary School was foun-

ded in Bucharest - on May 15, 1861 and after 10 years, 

at the wish of the first graduates of the School, the 

"Veterinary Medicine Society" was established - by the 

"Declaration" of 14 veterinarians and Royal Decree of 

King Carol 1 No. 738 of April 4, 1872.

The Society of Veterinary Medicine was the 

one that started - 135 years ago - the organiza-

tion of the National Veterinary Medicine Congre-

sses, which were held at different time periods depen-

ding on the situation of the veterinary profession or 

the stability or reform of sanitary veterinary services, 

discussing and adapting the measures and decisions 

that needed to be taken in order to protect animal and 

public health. Already a tradition, after 1990, na-

tional congresses of veterinary medicine were 

organized by the General Association of Roma-

nian Veterinarians, respecting the conduct and the 

aim to intervene when needed.

In the following, I briefly present the 11 natio-

nal congresses that have taken place from 1892 

to the present and the main themes of the 12th 

Congress of Veterinary Medicine Program, to be 

held on September 20-23, 2017 in Cluj-Napoca.

 Presentation in chronological order of the 11 natio-

nal veterinary congresses - which took place over 135 

years (1882-2017) is a genuine track record. 

 Each congress represents a historical moment of 

the veterinary medicine in our country, illustrating the 

main concerns of veterinarians and the actions that 

were put in place to prevent and combat animal di-

seases and to protect public health, the development 

of the veterinary services and institutions, a gratitude 

to our illustrious predecessors and an active participa-

tion in international professional actions and events. 

 A further note is that the Romanian authorities 

have given special consideration to these events, even 

participating in them, in appreciation of the work of 

veterinarians. The themes and issues which were 

raised and discussed, reflect the awareness and the 

training level for those periods and a constant desire to 

improve and to progress. In the following, I briefly 

present the 11 national congresses that have taken 

place from 1892 to the present and the main themes of 

the 12th Congress of Veterinary Medicine Program, to 

be held on September 20-23, 2017 in Cluj-Napoca.

Keywords: National Veterinary Congress

 

 Prezentarea în ordine cronologică a celor 11 con-

grese naționale de medicină veterinară - care au avut 

loc de-a lungul a 135 de ani (1882-2017) constituie un 

autentic istoric profesional. Fiecare congres reprezintă 

un moment istoric al medicinii veterinare din țara noas-

tră, ilustrând principalele preocupări ale medicilor vete-

rinari și acțiunile care se instituiau pentru prevenirea și 

combaterea bolilor la animale și pentru apărarea sănă-

tății publice, gradul de dezvoltare al serviciilor și insti-

tuțiilor sanitare veterinare, recunoștința față de iluștrii 

înaintași și participarea activă la acțiunile și evenimen-

tele profesionale internaționale. O notă în plus o repre-

zintă modul în care autoritățile române au acordat im-

portanța cuvenită acestor manifestări deosebite, parti-

cipând chiar la desfășurarea lor, în semn de apreciere a 

activității medicilor veterinari. Temele și problemele ca-

re s-au abordat și discutat, reflectă gradul de cunoaș-

tere și nivelul pregătirii profesionale din acele perioade, 

precum și dorința permanentă de perfecționare și pro-

gres. În cele ce urmează, prezint pe scurt cele 11 con-

grese naționale care au avut loc din 1892 până în pre-

zent, precum și temele principale din Programul celui 

de al 12-lea Congres Național de Medicină Veterinară 

(Cluj-Napoca, 20-23 septembrie 2017).
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 THE FIRST NATIONAL CONGRESS 

     OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

    (Also called the Congress of National Graduated 

     Veterinarians)

After the number of veterinarians - graduates of 

the Veterinary School in Bucharest - reached a 

convenient figure, they felt the need to meet in order 

to discuss some issues of their activity.

Thus, on May 10-12, 1882, 33 veterinary sur-

geons gathered in Bucharest at their first Congress, 

being the first of its kind in Romania.

The agenda included the following:

 Epizootic diseases that developed in the coun-

try and contagious diseases that were imported from 

other states, stating that the rinderpest, that had a 

serious evolution in Romania, came from abroad.

 The need for a Sanitary Veterinary Police Law.

 Particular characters of our animal species 

from different counties; the causes of their degenera-

tion and practical measures of improvement.

 Diseases that can be transmitted to humans 

and means of elimination.

 Organization of meat inspection services and 

of other animal products intended for public consump-

tion. 

 The nature of the disease called gastro-entero 

-nephritis and the most effective measures for its con-

trol.

 Various issues, including the question: "what 

is the most useful organization of the veterinary medi-

cal education in our country ?”

 At the Congress, Prof. Alexandru Locusteanu 

"presented a report on tuberculosis in humans and 

animals and proposed amongst other measures to de-

clare tuberculosis as a disease subject to the Law of 

Sanitary Veterinary Police."

Also, the veterinarian of Dolj County - Constantin 

Vasilescu - has presented a report on gastro-entero-

nephritis (babesiosis or pyroplasmosis) and some ob-

servations on the pathogenesis of the disease.

ndThe 2  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

After a long period of more than 22 years, be-

tween October 14th and 18th, 1904, the Second Na-

tional Congress was held in Bucharest - at the Superior 

School of Veterinary Medicine, which was originally 

scheduled for May 15, 1902 but postponed because of 

foot-and-mouth disease that was developing at that 

time in almost the entire country.

There were present the following notabilities: H. 

H. Aurelian - President of the Senate, Vasile Lascar - 

Minister of Internal Affairs, Prof. Dr. Victor Babeș - Di-

rector of the Institute of Pathology and Bacteriology, I. 

Zane - General Secretary at the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Domains and Gh. Adamescu - General Secretary 

at the Ministry of Public Instruction.

Participants: 104 veterinarians, a record number 

for that time.

The "Organizing Committee of the Congress" was 

composed of: I.Atanasiu, N.Filip, Iov. Constantinescu, 

Gh. Jocu, C. Mantu and C. Staicovici.

The program included the following reports, sub-

mitted mostly by the professors from the Superior 

School of Veterinary Medicine:

1. "The state of cattle and small ruminant in the 

country, the rational and practical means for their im-

provement" - ref. Prof. Nicolae Filip.

2. "The current state of the Romanian horse and 

the rational and practical means to improve it" - rep. 

Major vet. D. Negulescu.

3. "Breeding" - rep. Major vet. I. Constantinescu 

and P. Stavrescu.

4. "Export of animals and raw products from ani-

mals" - rep. Prof. Alex. Locusteanu.

5. "Sheep Variola and Sero-Vaccination" - rep. 

Prof. I. D. Poenaru.

6. "Etiology and prophylaxis of cattle haemoglobi-

nuria and sheep piroplasmosis" - rep. Prof. C. Motaș.

7. "Infectious erysipelas; contagious pneumonia 

and infectious swine pneumoenteritis"- rep. Prof. Paul 

Riegler.

8. "Foot-and-mouth disease" - rep. Prof. Alexan-

dru Locusteanu.

9. "The fight against animal tuberculosis in 

Romania" - rep. Ir. Popescu.

10. "The economic advantages of ovariectomy in 

domestic females" - rep. Prof. P. Oceanu.

11. "Veterinary medicine education in Romania" - 
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rep. Prof. P. Riegler and Prof Gh. Udriski.

12. "The organization of the veterinary service in 

Romania and the need for its reorganization" - rep. 

Gen. Insp. I. St. Storm. 

These were, in fact, the problems that were then 

of major importance for raising and improving live-

stock, as well as frequent epizootic diseases control.

Regarding education, it was voted "the reorgani-

zation of the School as a University - Superior School, 

both in terms of education and the situation of the 

teaching staff".

And there were two more particularly meaningful 

resolutions, namely:

- "in order to complete the knowledge required by 

the civilian and military service veterinarians, it was 

expressed that, gradually and on a regular basis, 

every year, for a certain number of days, they should 

be mandatory present in Bucharest at the Superior 

School, in order to refresh that knowledge."

- "to set up a mobile clinic by which the student 

would make his/her practical education, being not sa-

tisfied only by the theoretical courses in the class-

room."

Present at the Congress, Interior Minister Vasile 

Lascăr said: "Veterinarians need to be transformed 

into apostles of our cattle breeds' improvement, to ad-

vise the peasants who have to grow and care for them. 

We will give you all the support; the administration is 

at your disposal to help you. Conversations of the Con-

gress will bring practical lessons to the country."

rdThe 3  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

As early as 1910, a Committee was formed - 

consisting of members of the Society and professors of 

the Superior School – in order to organize the cele-

bration of the School's jubilee and the preparation of 
rdthe 3  National Congress.

However, circumstances beyond the control of the 

will have determined the postponement of the Con-

gress for the autumn of 1911, then for May, 1912, and 

for January, 1913, eventually to be established and 

held on 19-21 May, 1913 - in Bucharest, within the 

Superior School of Veterinary Medicine's establish-

ment.

Participants: 148 vets, as well as human doctors, 

farmers and media representatives.

The opening session of the Congress was ho-

noured by the presence of Take Ionescu, Minister of 

the Interior, and the following professors: Mina Mino-

vici - General Director of the Sanitary Service, I. Can-

tacuzino, V. Babeș, D. Mezincescu, M. Petrini - Galați, 

Nanu-Muscel, and others.

After the speech of the Professor Alexandru Locus-

teanu, who led the proceedings of the Congress, fo-

llowed the Minister Take Ionescu's allocution, which 

said: "The state prides itself on the scientific research 

of the Veterinary Body; acknowledges that there are 

many shortcomings in the organization of the veteri-

nary service, whose achievement is seen in the crea-

tion of the Ministry of Health, where the Veterinary 

Service will play a central part."

Prof. Dr. M. Petrini - Galați, Dean of the Faculty of 

Medicine showed "the great contribution of veterinary 

medicine for human medicine, for the prophylaxis of 

communicable diseases from animals to humans", and 

Prof. N Sion - President of the Association of Physicians 

said he sees this Congress as "The Congress of the 

Other Half, the Equal Half I Inherited from Esculap. 

The corporation I belong to admits that although you 

are the equal half of our profession, however, because 

of the prejudices of the society against which it is diffi-

cult to fight, there is an unfair classification between 

you and us, to your detriment."

Following the agenda, Prof. I. Athanasiu presen-

ted the report titled New data on the structure and 

function of the muscles, and then during the Congress 

there were also other reports that referred to: means 

of animal tuberculosis, and dourine control in Roma-

nia; the economic importance of the Convention on 

the export of meat; cattle insurance; modern means 

of disposal of carcases - rendering facilities; coopera-

tive dairies; the role of the state in animal welfare; the 

organization of the veterinary medicine education; the 

role of the veterinary surgeon in public hygiene and 

economic issues; the organization of the Civil Veteri-

nary Service. At this Congress, resuming the idea of 

  organizing another society that would include all the 
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veterinarians in the country, the foundation of the 

General Association of Romanian Veterinarians 

was laid - "to better defend the professional interests 

of the Veterinary Body, in order to deal not only with 

the scientific issues - which came into the concerns of 

the Society of Veterinary Medicine - but also with the 

professional and assistance issues, whose Executive 

Office is to deal with the professional problems." (De-

ontology).

A Commission was named - under the presidency 

of Prof. Al. Locusteanu, for the elaboration of a draft 

Statute.

Also, at the Congress were announced as deside-

rata:

- Transforming the Superior School of Veterinary 

Medicine into a faculty and making it part of the uni-

versity education, and

 - Unification of State Veterinary Services, in one 

General Directorate (which was made by Decree No. 

3746/ September 2, 1919).

On the last day of the Congress, the participants 

visited the Slaughterhouse of the Capital - with the 

new processing facilities, and traveled to Periș to the 

royal domain to see the cooperative dairy, animals, 

birds and pheasantry.

thThe 4  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

   (National Congress of Animal Husbandry 

    and Veterinary Hygiene)

 The General Association of Veterinarians had 

scheduled the organization of the Fourth National Con-

gress in 1921, but because of the difficulties at that 

time the organization of the Congress was postponed.

However, in view of the great responsibilities of 

the veterinarians regarding the post-war recovery of 

the "destroyed and degraded" livestock, the General 
thAssociation organized between September 12 , and 

thSeptember 15 , 1924, in Cluj, the National Congress 

of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Hygiene, consi-
thdered to be the 4  National Congress of Veterinary 

Medicine. It was chosen and organized in Cluj, be-

cause in Transylvania animal husbandry was more de-

veloped, compared to the Old Kingdom where cereals 

prevailed.

The congress was honoured with the presence 

and opening talk of King Carol II, then Crown Prince, 

who said:

"This is the first time as I overjoy in attending the 

opening of a Congress of Veterinarians. I want the first 

word to be a praise for these apostles who have done 

such a fruitful and beautiful work on both in war and in 

peacetime. We saw this in 1913, during cholera, when 

veterinarians have done their devotion to help and re-

place human doctors many times.

In the Great War they were in post and they knew 

how to do their duty. Today, when the interests and 

issues to be discussed are peaceful development 

issues, I am convinced that they will be once again up 

to the standard.

In our country, where history teaches us that the 

breeds of horses are so perfect that even the rulers of 

Northern Europe have formed their stud farms of our 

horses, today is a mourning when we see the deca-

dence they have reached.

The role of this Congress is to study and find the 

practical application of science to regenerate the 

horse, oxen, and other domestic animals breeds. I am 

not a professional, but I am passionate and seeing the 

fruits of exhibitions, like the one I visited today, my 

heart filled with joy and admired the exhibits.

The matter interests me both as a farmer and as 

the one who deals with all the economic and cultural 

needs of the country; that is why I will always be in 

your midst and forehead.

By urging you to work, I hereby declare the Con-

gress of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Hygiene 

open ".

It is worth mentioning that before the opening of 

the Congress, the "Transylvania and Banat Animal 

Exhibition" was visited – as organized in Cluj on this 

occasion. 

Reports submitted by Gh.K. Constantinescu, I. Şt. 

Furtună, C. Motaş, D. Contescu, Gh. Ionescu-Brăila, R. 

Vlădescu and other leading exponents of the Veterina-

ry Body referred to: Zootechnical action; Improving 

animal breeds by cross-breeding; Selection in animal 

husbandry; Scientific basics of rational nutrition; Ani-

mal welfare; Dairy issues; Technical guidance for im-

provement of the animal breeds; Importance of the 

sanitary veterinary police in the zootechnical matter.

The activity of veterinarians in the direction of 

food hygiene and public hygiene, in the prevention and 

control of epizootic diseases and in the national econo-

my, the presented communications and the discu-

ssions that were held were focused on these areas.

At this Congress, the General Association of Vete-

rinarians gave through its representatives the most fa-

vourable solutions for "changing the obsolete mentali-

ty of the cereal system through zootechnical farming".

Among the resolutions voted was the one on the 

autonomy of the military veterinary service, which 
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was subordinated to the human health service. The 

requested separation was later accomplished by the 

Law on the Organization and Functioning of the Minis-

try of National Defence of June 8, 1932, when an auto-

nomous Veterinary Directorate was established. 

The National Conference 

    of the Society of Veterinary Medicine – 

    with an organizational character, consi-
th    dered  The V  NATIONAL CONGRESS OF

    VETERINARY MEDICINE

It took place on May 15, 1971 in Bucharest, 100 

years after the establishment of the Veterinary Medi-

cine Society in 1871.

As the first post-war Congress, it was a great pro-

fessional event - achieved through the sustained 

efforts and the special contribution of Prof. Dr. Doc. 

Octavian Vlăduţiu, Prof. Dr. Doc. Vasile Gheţie, Prof. 

Dr. Eugen Poll, Prof.Dr. Gavrilă Popa, and other mem-

bers of the Initiative Committee.

The conference proceedings were presented in 

the Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences' 

Assembly Hall, headed by Prof. Nicolae Giosan – the 

then President of the AAFS.

Participants: approx. 350 veterinarians, out of 

which 207 delegates appointed by the society's recon-

stituted county branches.

After the opening of the Congress and the speech 

of the representative of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Food Industry, Silviculture and Water (MAFSW) - De-

puty Minister Ing. Florian Chiţu, the Report on the 

draft of the Statute of the Society of Veterinary 

Medicine was presented by Prof. Dr. Doc. Octavian 

Vlăduţiu, from the Initiative Committee, showing the 

main objectives of the Society, namely:

a. Raising the scientific level of its members by 

promoting the achievements of science and the ad-

vanced experience in the field of animal health promo-

tion and protection, public health hygiene and the fight 

against zoonosis.

b. Cultivating and developing the creative initia-

tive of its members and mobilizing them to carry out 

the professional tasks related to the achievement of 

the zootechnical sector development plans.

c. Developing the conscience and professional 

ethics of veterinarians.

Discussions and expositions followed as pre-

sented by the delegates: Prof. Dr. Nicolae Gluhov-

schi (Timiş), Prof. Dr. Doc. Viorel Ciurea (Bucharest), 

Dr. Emil Coman (Brăila), Dr. Toma Modran (Dolj), Dr. 

Nicolae Zeicu (Satu Mare), Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Drugo-

ciu (Iași), Dr. Teodor Esanu (Brașov), and Prof. Dr. 

Doc. Nicolae Stamatin.

The Statute has been approved and the go-

verning bodies of the Veterinary Medicine So-

ciety have been elected.

At the end of the proceedings, Dr. Nicolae Munțiu - 

Vice-president of the Society presented the Draft 

Resolution, which I sumarize as follows:

1. In the orientation and level of professional acti-

vity - in production or in the theoretical and applied re-

search -, in all branches of veterinary sciences, the 

issue of mobilizing the entire body of veterinarians and 

other specialists willing to collaborate with them, in or-

der to keep up with the large flow of new data and 

principles acquired internationally or internally, 

has become more pressing.

2. The VMS polarizes the spirit and organizationa-

lly materializes all the professional and scientific 

initiatives and desiderata expressed in constituent 

assemblies in each county.

3. "Establishment" of VMS has been supported 

and stimulated by state leadership and agricultural 

bodies, as a professional and scientific mass or-

ganization of veterinarians.

4. The VMS will promote in the internal life or in 

any form of professional manifestation, the conti-

nuous raising of consciousness and professional 

orientation in this direction, through the current de-

bate on political and state issues in the areas of action 

of the veterinary sciences. 

5. The VMS aims to act in the direction of the 

theoretical and practical training, of the quality 

of the services provided to the society by its 

members, by mobilizing and inviting the most com-

petent exponents of the profession or of other profe-

ssions, to share their experience and the results of the 

research work, during the events organized by the 

Society.

6. VMS will promote a climate of respect, collabo-

ration and conscious integration of its members into 

animal research and production structures, in institu-

tions, organizations, or practice. It will support the ac-
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tions of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Industry, 

Forestry and Water, the National Science and Technical 

Council, the Academy of Agricultural and Forestry 

Sciences, and any other institution, in the direction of 

the specific problems of the veterinary sciences.

7. The Head of the Society and its subsidiaries will 

be concerned with the development of programs of 

activity for scientific and professional manifes-

tations through communications, reports, courses, 

etc., judiciously coordinated.

8. Within the VMS will be evoked the great na-

tional and international progressive figures from 

the past of the profession and in general the historical 

moments of the development of the profession and the 

factors that determined this development.

9. The VMS as a collective body of the profession 

will act for the cultivation of exemplary conduct 

and professional ethics in the mass of its members, 

in the spirit of a higher ethics towards our society.

10. The VMS will have as its main publishing organ 

the "Review of Veterinary Sciences" - by which, to-

gether with other periodicals or occasional publica-

tions, will be rapidly disseminated the professional 

knowledge and achievements.

11. VMS will be concerned with the management 

and activity of the county branches, of guiding and 

raising the professional training of the veterinary tech-

nicians, through the most appropriate forms of their 

differentiated working conditions. 

Afterwards, Prof. Dr. Gavrilă Popa - General Secre-

tary, presented the Action Plan proposed to the Coun-

cil of the Society "to ensure the coordination of the 

activity of the Veterinary Medicine Society, in the light 

of the statutory provisions and the tasks resulting 

from the debates occasioned by the National Constitu-

tion Conference", in the fields of professional activity 

and scientific activity, as well as in the organizational 

activity

Note: All the papers, speeches and materials that 

have been presented bear the imprint and were writ-

ten in the language of the political regime at that time.

thThe VI  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

    Sinaia, October 25-26, 1994

It was organized 23 years after the National Con-

ference on May 15, 1971, for the re-establishment of 

the Society of Veterinary Medicine - considered to be 
ththe 5  Congress of Veterinary Medicine.

Participants: approx. 700 veterinarians, guests 

and representatives of specialized companies - from 

the country and abroad.

The scientific program - carried out in the 

Casino halls - included 219 papers presented in 10 

sections: infectious diseases, immunology, medical 

pathology and toxicology, physiological pathology, 

surgical pathology, parasitic diseases, normal and pa-

thological morphology, biology and pathology of re-

production, food of animal origin hygiene, zoo-hygi-

ene and environmental protection, nutrition.

In the debate: the future of the profession, 

being the first Congress after the events of 1989: the 

independence of public services and the possible sce-

narios of liberalization of veterinary activities, educa-

tion and the real autonomy of faculties, the criteria for 

empowering private faculties, the establishment of the 

Academy of Veterinary Medicine, scientific and profes-

sional conduct. 

Two resolutions were adopted, regarding:

1. the organization and pursuit of the veterinary 

profession;

2. the perspectives 

of the specialized vete-

rinary education in Ro-

mania.

There were also 

organized: round ta-

bles, exhibitions and 

presentations of vete-

rinary products, an art 

exhibition including the 

creations of veterinary 

physicians, programs 

for accompanying per-

sons and foreign guests 

- in the surroundings of Sinaia and Valea Prahovei.

Organizing Committee: President - Prof. Dr. Va-

lentin Popovici, members: Prof. Dr. Ion Bercea, Prof. 
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Dr. Ioan Burtan, Prof. Dr. Mihai Decun, Prof. Dr. Sabin 

Ghergariu, Prof. Dr. Nicolae Manolescu, Prof. Dr. Con-

stantin Vior, Dr. Gheorghe Onțanu.

At the closure of the Congress, it was established 

that May 15 - be the National Day of the Veterina-

rian.

It was an organizational success, a real celebra-

tion of veterinarians.

thThe VII  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

    Voineasa, October 21-24, 1997

Congress proceedings were held in the rooms 

of Lotru Hotel, in Voineasa resort, in the county of 

Vâlcea.

Participants: over 1200 veterinarians, biologists 

and biochemists, as well as guests - from the country 

and abroad.

In the opening speech, we welcomed the presence 

of officials, foreign guests, Romanian colleagues from 

abroad, teachers, researchers, authorities, professio-

nals from the veterinary institutions, veterinary prac-

titioners in the network, and self-employed professio-

nals, representatives of participating specialized com-

panies. In memory of the deceased from the previous 

Congress in Sinaia, a moment of silence was pre-

served. Messages and greetings were presented by Dr. 

Nicolae Constantinescu - Advisor to the President of 

Romania, Dr. Apostolos T. Rantsios - President of the 

World Veterinary Association - (WVA) who honored us 

with his presence throughout the Congress, Prof. Dr. 

Gheorghe Donica - Dean of Chișinău FVM and Presi-

dent of the Association of Veterinarians of Moldova, 

Prof. Dr. Vasil Ivanov Sofia FVM, President of Bulgarian 

Veterinary Union, Prof. Dr. Sabin Ghergariu - Honorary 

President of ARV, Prof. Dr. Danilo Vitcovic - Dean of 

Belgrade FVM, Serbia, Dr. Liviu loan Mitrea - NSVA 

General Manager, Dr. Alexandru Șonea - from the Mi-

nistry of National Education, Dr. Claudiu Babiuc - from 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, and others.  

The messages received from Acad. Eugen Simion 

- President of the Romanian Academy - and from 

Professor Lascăr Buruiană were read.

Five general reports have been presented in 

plenary: Animal Health and Principal Strategies for Di-

sease Prevention and Control (Dr. Emil Silvaș), Educa-

tional Progress in Veterinary Medicine (Prof. Dr. Ioan 

Miclăuș), Organization and Exercise of the Veterinary  

Profession (Dr. Atilla Kelemen) and Public Veterinary 

Hygiene in the Defence of Population Health (Prof. Dr. 

Vasile Stănescu).

The scientific 

program  included 

351 papers presented 

in 23 sections of sci-

entific communica-

tions: ruminant pa-

thology, pet pathology, 

pharmacology, normal 

morphology, breeding - 

veterinary obstetrics 

and gynaecology, mi-

crobiology and infec-

tious diseases, veteri-

nary and comparative 

oncology, physiological 

pathology, avian pathology, equine pathology, toxicolo-

gy, morphopathology, parasitology and parasitic di-

seases, immunology and immunopathology, nutrition, 

biochemistry, swine pathology, aquatic animal and use-

ful insects pathology, veterinary surgery, animal pro-

ducts control, epizootiology and legislation, animal hy-

giene, history of veterinary medicine.

Under the heading "Sanitary Veterinary Re-

form", the ones set out at the National Council of RVA 

in June 1997 were presented, following, along with 

Congress, the discussions and debates on issues of ge-

neral interest.

Two resolutions have been adopted:

1. on the veterinary medical practice - consi-

dered to be at that time a professional priority, inclu-

ding steps for the adoption of the Law on the organi-

zation and the exercise of the profession, and for ob-

taining some facilities regarding the liberalization of 

the veterinary activities: tax exemption, granting of 

favourable credits, investments and infrastructure.

2. on veterinary education and research - in 

line with the requirements of the European Association 

of Establishments for Veterinary Education (EAEVE). 
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It was necessary: updating educational plans and ana-

lytical programs; providing the modern infrastructure, 

the establishment of mutual agreement between the 4 

state faculties regarding the number of trained stu-

dents and the admission system; postgraduate educa-

tion, in-depth studies and doctoral studies; diversifi-

cation of specializations within the doctorate in the 

branch "Veterinary medicine"; establishment of the 

Academy of Veterinary Medical Sciences - as the su-

preme scientific authority of the profession; RAV to 

coordinate the implementation of scientific research; 

the research topic should be based on contracts to be 

auctioned by interested institutions.

During the Congress, it took place in the lobby of 

Hotel "Lotru": Exhibition of veterinary products - 

supported by well-known companies, societies and in-

stitutions that have made expositions and presenta-

tions of new products, including: Intervet, Merial with 

Rhone Poulenc, Pharmacia&Upjohn, Janssen, Pfizer 

Animal Health, Sanofi, Krka, RomWerfft, Biovet, Pro-

vet, Novartis, Romvac, SN "Pasteur" Institute, Farma-

vet, AMIRO, etc.

Also, an exhibition of painting and sculpture 

of veterinary physicians was organized, including:

- 47 paintings by Prof. Dr. Virgil Salanțiu (Cluj), 

Dr. Anca Lungu (Bucharest), Dr. Grigore Micu (Sucea-

va), Dr. Gheorghe Iacob (Rm. Vâlcea), Dr. Ștefan Po-

pescu (Bucharest), Dr.  Cezar lliescu (Bucharest), and 

Dr. Ovidiu Șerban (Bucharest).

- 34 sculptural works by Dr. Nicolae Simion (Bu-

charest), Dr. Login Berende (Bistrița), Dr. P.Dumitrescu 

(Galați), Dr. Victor Dincă (Bucharest), Dr. Eufimia Geor-

gescu (Giurgiu), and Dr. Ovidiu Șerban (Bucharest).

The RAV National Council - meeting on the last 

day of the Congress (October 24, 1997) - adopted a 

Decision on some statutory changes, as follows:

"The Association shall be called the GENERAL 

ASSOCIATION OF ROMANIAN VETERINARI-

ANS (GARV), a scientific and professional organiza-

tion for the promotion and defence of the rights and 

interests of its members, to include and coordinate the 

activity of associations, leagues and specific compa-

nies that are associate or affiliated members.

The governing bodies of GARV are:

- at the national level: National Conference, Exe-

cutive Committee, and Executive Bureau;

- at territorial level: the County and Bucharest 

Conference, the Administrative Committee of the sub-

sidiary.

The National Conference shall be the su-

preme governing body and shall be convened annu-

ally or in special situations - at the request of at least 

1/3 of the number of territorial branches. It is chosen 

by secret vote for 4 years: the President and the Exe-

cutive Committee and validates the composition of the 

Executive Bureau at the proposals of the newly elected 

President.

The same principles should be provided for the 

county conferences and the administrative commit-

tees of the subsidiaries.

At both central and local levels, censorship com-

mittees should be set up and functioning.

By this Decision it was also established that the 

structure of the GARV should provide for the orga-

nization and functioning of 4-5 commissions, 

with well-established attributions, leaving ethics 

and Conduct issues to be attributions of the fu-

ture College of Veterinarians.

"Provision should be made for the General Associ-

ation of Romanian Veterinarians, as the organizing 

body at 3-year intervals of the national con-

gresses of veterinary medicine, as well as of the 

regional veterinary congresses - in collaboration with 

the international bodies".

thThe VIII  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

    Băile Felix, October 17-20, 2000

Organized in the Băile Felix resort - Bihor county, 

at the Hotel "Padiș" and also at the "International", 

"Muncel","Lotus","Felix","Termal","Nufărul", the Con-

gress was an impressive "PROFESSIONAL FORUM", 

with over 1400 participants, most of them self-em-

ployed veterinarians or of public service, laboratory 

specialists, teachers from the veterinary faculties in 

the country and abroad, researchers, well-known Ro-

manian veterinary public figures. The massive partici-

pation of younger generations has been noted, which 

has added strength to the activities that have taken 

place, and is also a guarantee for the future develop-

ment of our profession.

At the plenary opening session, there were local 

officials and representatives of several ministries, with 

many guests coming from abroad: Dr. Apostolos T. 

Rantsios — former WVA President, also a participant in 

the Voineasa Congress, Dr. Danilo Vitcovic - Dean of 

the Veterinary Faculty of Belgrade, Dr. Radoljub Tadic - 

President-in-Office of the Balkan and Black See Coun-

tries Veterinary Association (BaBSeVA), Dr. Neboisa 

Staljonic - President of the Veterinary Chamber of Ser-

bia, Prof. Dr. Giorgi Mickovski - Director of the Veteri-

nary Institute of Skopje, Dr. Bartosz Winiecki - Presi-
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dent of the Polish Veterinary Chamber, Prof.Dr. Tito 

Fernandes - Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in Lisbon, 

Dr. Leroy Dorminy - Founder and Director of the US 

Christian Veterinary Mission, Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Do-

nică - Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of 

Chișinău, Dr. Pierre Buisson CEVEO Lyon, France, Dr. 

Robin King - UK, Dr. Victor Pridi - Cernăuți, and others, 

and Romanians settled abroad: Dr. Emil George Oneț - 

USA, Dr. Miron Costin - USA, Dr. Ervin Elias - Israel, Dr. 

Dragoș Grădinaru - France, Fam.Dr. Monica and Andrei 

Gârceag - Germany.

In the opening speech of the Congress, I referred 

to the main activities of the Program and to the sig-

nificance of the event for the veterinary profession in 

our country.

A moment of silence was preserved in memory of 

those who disappeared after the October 1997 Con-

gress.

Prof. Dr. Ion Miclăuș, President of the College of 

Veterinarians, continued with his speech, followed by 

an emotional visual overview, titled A Century of Ro-

manian Veterinary Medicine, presented by Prof. Dr. 

Titus Giurgiu, followed by the presentation „The Con-

ceptual Interference between veterinary medicine and 

human medicine at the end of the millennium” - pre-

sented by Prof. Radu Iftimovici.

In addition, speeches and greetings were presen-

ted by officials and guests from abroad.

The Congress program included 4 major sec-

tions of "professional policies": 1. Veterinary prac-

tice; 2. Strategies for optimizing professional struc-

tures and international integration; 3. Implications of 

the veterinary profession in livestock rearing and im-

provement; 4. Education, scientific research and vete-

rinary Ethics.

The second part of the Program, titled "Scienti-

fic Achievements and Desiderata", included 349 

papers presented in 10 sections of oral presentations 

and 3 poster sections, with 24 groups on specialties: 

comparative anatomy, 

histology and embryo-

logy, anatomical patho-

logy, compared oncolo-

gy, physiology, nutrition 

and pharmacology, ge-

neral pathology, toxico-

logy and toxicosis, sur-

gical pathology, propae-

deutic and surgical 

technique, semiology 

and imagistic diagnosis, 

microbiology, immuno-

logy and immunopatho-

logy, infectious diseases 

epidemiology, parasitological diseases, breeding and 

breeding pathology, biotechnology in breeding, animal 

hygiene, ecology, animal products control and public 

health, veterinary history and varia.

On the last day of the Congress, a meeting of 

members of the Association Council, the National 

Council of the College and the Superior Veterinary Sa-

nitary Council - present at the Congress - took place, 

during which were presented and discussed the propo-

sals made in the 4 basic sections on the guidelines and 

professional strategies.

Five important decisions were adopted:

1. Concerning the veterinary practice - the 

conditions of the concession or purchase of dispensa-

ries, issue of medical license, the fight against profes-

sional poaching, the provision of current technical and 

legislative information, the making of artificial bree-

ding.

2. To optimize the professional structures 

and the European integration - strengthening of 

the central and county sanitary veterinary authority, 

developing a strategy for the restructuring and organi-

zation of services by NSVA - GARV RCV, the creation 

of a Veterinary Committee for European Integration 

and a computerized veterinary System.

3. In livestock rearing and improvement - partici-

pation and consultation of sanitary veterinary authori-

ties and professional organizations in the promotion or 

updating of normative acts on raising and improving 

animals, carrying out animal marking operations, cre-

ating a specific insurance system.

4. Regarding education and scientific re-

search, support for the National System of Lifetime 

Education (NSLE), the number of trained students, 

equipping of university veterinary clinics, establish-

ment of the scientific research strategy.
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5. The over 1400 participants adopted a Decision 

for seeking again a review before a court of law regar-

ding the claim of the GARV Palace - abusively taken in 

1949 in state ownership - without title - and the use of 

this property for the progress of the Romanian veteri-

nary medicine. The decision was submitted to the 

Court of Section III - Civil Division, of the Bucharest 

Tribunal in the hearing on November 20, 2000.

In the hall of "Padiș" Hotel was organized the 

Veterinary Products Exhibition, attended by 28 

companies producing and trading in the country and 

representatives of some well-known foreign compa-

nies, most of them being sponsors of the Congress: 

Intervet, Pfizer, Ceva, Veteco, Farmavet, Pasteur 

Institute, Veterin, Biovet, Noack, Pourquier Institute, 

Maravet, Alltech, Romvac, Lek, Krka, Agrobiomix, 

Optofina, IOR, ATG, Cemacom, Phavexim, Atico, 

Richter Pharma, AMS 2000, RomWerfft, Prodsimex, 

Bremer Pharma, and others.

Also, an art exhibition - which included works cre-

ated by talented colleagues, expressing their feelings, 

passion and love for beauty: anatomical drawings: 

Prof. Dr. Vasile Coțofan (FVM Iași); painting: Prof. Dr. 

Virgil Salanțiu (FVM Cluj-Napoca) and Dr. Anca Lungu 

(FVM Bucharest); naive painting: Dr. Mihai Vintilă (Re-

șița); painting and sculpture: Dr. Ovidiu Șerban (Can-

tacuzino Institute, Bucharest), miniature painting and 

sculpture: Dr. Daniel Pădureanu (FVM Timișoara); 

icons on glass: Dr. Mihail Jora (Vaslui).

The light and folk music show of the evening of 

October 19, 2000 was a great surprise for all Congress 

participants. The artistic talents - veterinarians were: 

Dr. Gheorghe Radu (Tg Mures) together with Martișo-

rul band from Cluj-Napoca, Dr. Augustin But (Bihor 

County), Dr. Remus Ciortea (Hunedoara County), Dr. 

Olimpia Iacob (FVM Iași), Dr. Irina Zoican (Dr. Tr. Se-

verin), Dr. Corneliu Maier (Bihor County), the reader 

Dr. Carmen Negoiță (FVM Bucharest), and the mode-

rator Prof. Dr. Claudiu Lisovschi-Cheleșanu (FVM Cluj-

Napoca).

th The IX  NATIONAL CONGRESS 

    OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

    Iași, September 24-27, 2003

 In an atmosphere of celebration, on Wednesday, 

September 24, 2003, the opening of this great pro-

fessional forum took place in the "Vasile Alecsandri" 

National Theatre Hall in Iași, which offered an excep-

tional setting.

The festivities began with the National Anthem, 

creating an uplifting emotional state, then continuing 

with the presentation of the officials, guests and pre-

sent personalities, followed by a moment of silence in 

memory of the deceased - from the last Congress, 

meaningful and heartfelt speeches with interventions 

of great sensitivity from the audience, and ended with 

"Gaudeamus Igitur".

This special moment of the Congress was a mix-

ture of patriotic and professional pride, consciousness, 

trust and receptivity that made us feel stronger.

In the Presidium, took place next to me: Prof. Dr. 

ing. Ioan Avarvarei - the Prefect of Iași County and 

Rector of UASVM "Ion Ionescu de la Brad", Prof. Con-

stantin Simirad - Mayor of Iași, Dr. Liviu Harbuz - 

Under-Secretary of State, Dr. Ion Bozgă - Deputy, Dr. 

Nicolae Ivanciu - Vice-President of the Iași County 

Council, Dr. Marius Z. Popa - President of the College of 

Veterinarians, Prof. Dr. Alexandru Șonea - Representa-

tive of the Ministry of Education, Research, and Youth, 

Prof. Dr. Mihai Carp Cărare - Dean of Iași FVM Prof. Dr. 

Nicolae Constantin - First Vice-Chairman of GARV, 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Ștefan Nicolae - Director of IDAH and 

Dr. Gheorghe Duminică - Director of SVD Iași.

Par t i c ipants : 

over 1100 veterina-

rians and representa-

tives of other profes-

sions,most young peo-

ple, self-employed, 

which showed the inte-

rest of the new gene-

rations for information 

and the desire to take 

part in discussing and 

setting up important 

measures or profes-

sional projects regar-

ding their future.

Note: The regis-

tration of a large 

number of collea-

gues from the public 

veterinary  system 

was contrary to the disposition given a few days 

before by the management of NSVA and the Ge-

neral Sanitary Veterinary Direction - to be able 

to attend the Congress "only those who were on 

vacation or without pay".

After the opening ceremony of the Congress, the 

speeches were delivered by those of Presidium, then 

the audience: Acad. Prof. Ing. Valeriu Cotea, Prof. Dr. 

Dumitru Holban - President of the Veterinary Associa-
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tion in Republic of Moldova, Dr. Ivan Strikov - from the 

Bulgarian Veterinary Service, Dr. Titi Cioacă - former 

Senator in the First Parliament after 1989, Prof. Dr. 

Ovidiu Rotaru - FVM Cluj-Napoca, Prof. Dr. Ervin Elias - 

Israel, Prof. Dr. Martin Pop - Timișoara, Dr. Gheorghe 

Stoica - USA and Ec. Vasile Chebac - Director of Antib-

iotice SA Iași.

I also presented the messages received from 

Valer Dorneanu, President of the Chamber of Depu-

ties, the President of the World Veterinary Association 

(WVA) - Dr. Herbert Schneider, Metropolitan of Moldo-

va and Bucovina HGH Daniel, and colleague Dr. Emil 

Oneț - from the USA.

At the conclusion of the first part of the Congress, 

the message I sent on behalf of the General Associa-

tion of Veterinarians was to unite our forces and 

make the Romanian veterinary medicine deve-

lop and prosper, to continue to be a stable, wor-

thy and competent profession.

PROFESSIONAL DEBATES

The congress took place on 5 sections - each with 

a well-established theme:

1. Education and veterinary research - Coordi-

nator: Prof. Dr. Mihai Carp Cărare. Moderators: Prof. 

Dr. Victor Crivineanu, Prof. Dr. Vasile Cozma, Prof. Dr. 

Horia Cernescu and Prof. Dr. Toma Coman.

2. European Integration of Romanian Sanitary Ve-

terinary Services - Coordinator: The undersigned. Mo-

derators: Prof. Dr. Patrick Bernard (France), Prof. Dr. 

Ioan Coman, Conf. Dr. Gheorghe Onțanu, and Dr. Nico-

lae Lazăr.

3. Food Security and Public Health - Coordinator: 

Prof. Dr. Horia Cernescu. Moderators: Dr. Liviu Harbuz, 

Dr. Neculai Popârlan, Dr. Sergiu Meica, and Dr. Nicolae 

Mocuța.

4. Veterinary Nursing - Coordinator: Dr. Marius Z. 

Popa. Moderators: Prof. Dr. Liviu Runceanu, Prof. Ioan 

Burtan and Dr. Ion Bozgă.

5. Animal Health - Coordinator: Assist. Prof. Dr. 

Ștefan Nicolae. Moderators: Prof. Dr. Tudor Perianu, 

Conf. Dr. Nicolae Alexandru, and Dr. Eugenia Avram.

The Palace of Culture's rooms, the Luceafărul 

Theatre and the Astoria Hotel - where the section pre-

sentations were held - were always full with 300-400 

participants.

The abstracts of the 348 scientific papers were 

included in a special volume of the Romanian Journal 

of Veterinary Medicine published in Romanian and En-

glish, distributed to the participants, being also made 

known with the publication of their titles in the Vete-

rinary Medical Journal no. 56/2003.

"EXPOVET 2003"

In the hallways of the Culture Hall in Iași - on the 

ground floor and on the floor - was organized a large 

Exhibition of veterinary products, instruments 

and medical equipment, opened during the entire 

Congress, attended by 36 companies and representa-

tives of well-known international companies: Lek, 

Veterin, Intervet, Richter Pharma, Ceva, Alltech, Rom-

vac, Romwerfft, Pfizer, Veteco, Nova Group, Top Diag-

nostics, Master Foods, Guyomarc'h, Noack, Olympus, 

SN Pasteur Institute, Pourquier Institute - France, Far-

mavet, etc.

At the  -arranged at Veterinary Medical Bookstand

the entrance of the Exhibition, there were found and 

bought various works, publications, courses and spe-

cialized university treatises, recently published.

EXHIBITION OF ART

It was organized in the central hall of the Palace of 

Culture, with works from the artistic creation of veteri-

narians.

They exhibit: Prof. Dr. Vasile Coțofan (FVM Iași) - 

a master sculpture, Prof. Dr. Alexandru Popescu (Bu-

charest) - photos of "bio-art", Dr. Grigore Micu (Sucea-

va) - painting, Dr. Mihai Vintilă (Reșița) - naive pain-

ting, Assist. Prof. Dr. Zoe Dancea (Cluj-Napoca) pain-

ting and sculpture, Dr. Mihail Jora (Vaslui) - icons on 

glass, Dr. Camelia lliescu-Scarlat (Giurgiu) - Gobelin 

tapestry, Dr. Ovidiu Șerban (Bucharest) - painting and 

sculpture, Dr. Anca Lungu (Bucharest) - painting.

These 9 participants at the Exhibition have deci-

ded to establish a "Romanian Veterinarians Cena-

cle of Arts" - which will be named after Professor Vio-

rel Ciurea - a loved and very talented teacher, conside-

ring themselves as founding members of this Cenacle. 

Unfortunately, their decision wasn't finalized.

THEATER EVENING

On Thursday, September 25, 2003, at 20.00, the 
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participants of the congress were invited by GARV to 

the National Theatre "Vasile Alecsandri" for the per-

formance of the play "Heart of a Dog" by Mihail Bulga-

kov, performed by the actors in the Iași Theatre, 

applauded by a hall full of people, around 700 specta-

tors. There followed a meeting with Florin Piersic - who 

wanted to be present only as the son of the veteri-

narian Dr. Ștefan Piersic - known General Sanitary Ve-

terinary Inspector from the 60s-70s, coming to Iași in 

memory of his father.

AWARDING OF GARV 

DISTINCTIONS AND PRIZES

Prior to the closing of the Congress, the awarding 

of GARV Distinctions and Awards took place at the 

"Luceafărul" Theatre Hall in Iași:

The title of Honorary Member of GARV - as a 

recognition of exemplary and long-term activity, 

carried out in various fields of veterinary medicine and 

direct contributions to the achievements of the Associ-

ation.

Diploma of excellence - for accomplishments in 

professional activity, scientific activities of remarkable 

value and special contributions to the development 

and sustaining of the Association's actions.

The Medal "For the progress of veterinary 

medicine" - for those with notable achievements in 

the professional activity and training, promotion of the 

technical progress in the Romanian veterinary medi-

cine and active participation in the Association's ac-

tions. 

"Ioan Athanasiu" Prize -for remarkable achieve-

ments in the development, modernization and im-

provement of veterinary laboratories, to promote the 

social activities of the Association and to support young 

veterinarians.

"Gheorghe Ionescu Brăila" Prize - for outstan-

ding results in the organizational and managerial ac-

tivity of veterinary services and institutions - internally 

and externally - as well as for the achievement of pro-

fessional strategic objectives.

The "Ion Adameșteanu" Prize - for outstanding 

achievements in the veterinary medical practice con-

ducted in rural and urban localities, farms and specia-

lized units - on farm animals and pets.

CONGRESS RESOLUTIONS

In the closing session of the Congress, 20 resolu-

tions were adopted - formulated following the presen-

tation of the conclusions of the sections' coordinators.

In short, they referred to: the harmonization of 

the curricula of the veterinary medicine faculties; pre-

dominant orientation towards postgraduate educa-

tion; organizing scientific research and competitive 

funding; linking education and research to the Euro-

pean integration process; completing the transposi-

tion of Community veterinary legislation and training 

veterinarians; information on the European standards 

to be achieved; regulations on the pollution, falsifica-

tion or contamination of food of animal origin; the 

transfer of property regarding veterinary dispensaries 

to the veterinary practitioners; amending Law 160/ 

1998; payment of concessionary shares; regulating 

the circulation of biological products and medicines; 

developing veterinary medical assistance; identifica-

tion and registration of animals; control of animal 

diseases through coherent programs, with priority for 

major diseases; establishing a general prevention 

strategy and funding framework; the establishment of 

a national body in the field of animal welfare; the esta-

blishment of the Romanian Society of Veterinary Me-

dicine History. (to be continued in the next issue)


