
In animal science, ethology is closely associated 

with animal welfare. It is a certainty that behavioural 

needs of animals have sometimes been neglected 

when animal production made under artificial condi-

tions has replaced natural life-style. The study of ani-

mal behaviour and welfare needs should be given 

greater attention, the result being mutually beneficial 

for both man and animals, because if these needs can 

be met, the animals will be easier to handle, the stress 

will be reduced and productivity will be improved.

This academic level textbook on animal behaviour, 

the base for ascertaining animal welfare is organised 

into three sections covering all major domestic and 

non-domestic species of farm animals in a compre-

hensive but concise background for all students, post-

graduates and practitioners in ethology, welfare, vete-

rinary medicine, and animal science. 
ndFarm Animal Behaviour, 2  edition , completely 

stupdates and revises the 1  edition, and provides 

essential information about normal and abnormal be-

haviours in the most important farm animals to help 

those interested in assessing and diagnosing these 

kinds of animal health and welfare.
ndIn the 2  edition of Farm Animal Behaviour – cha-

racteristics for assessment of health and welfare, by 

Ingvar Ekesbo, Stefan Gunnarsson joined the author 

team and contributed to this book with his long-stan-

ding knowledge, clinical and scientific expertise. 

Ingvar Ekesbo, DVM, PhD, was professor in Animal 

Hygiene at the Swedish Agricultural University's Ve-

terinary Faculty. He was deeply interested in research 

and education regarding the relationship between 

farm animal environment and animal health. He ob-

tained an important practical animal husbandry expe-

rience through clinical practice for a period of forty 

years. He introduced ethology as discipline in the Swe-

dish veterinary curricu-

lum, which led to the 

establishment in 1987 

of a chair in ethology at 

his department, one of 

the first at any veterina-

ry faculty. After his re-

tirement he has been 

continuing research, e-

ducation and consultan-

cy. Ingvar Ekesbo has 

been president of the 

International Society for 

Animal Hygiene, the International Society for Applied 

Ethology, Swedish representative in Council of Europe 

when the Farm Animal Welfare Convention was elabo-

rated (1971-1976), and, member, and several years 

chairman, in the Council's Standing Committee for 

Farm Animal Welfare (1979-1998). 

 , DVM, PhD, is Associate Profe-Stefan Gunnarsson

ssor in sustainable animal production in large herds, 

with special responsibility for extension service, Diplo-

mat of the European College of Animal Welfare and Be-

havioural Medicine, Sub-Speciality Animal Welfare Sci-

ence, Ethics and Law (ECAWBM-AWSEL). His research 

interest has been health and welfare of poultry, pigs, 

cattle, and fish, and philosophy of health and welfare 

comparing humans and animals. Furthermore, he has 

worked with evaluation of sustainable farming and food 

production, including organic animal production. His 

teaching experience includes under-graduate students 

on basic and advanced level including PhD course, as 

well as other target groups for teaching including an 

invited lecturer to stakeholder's courses since 1992. He 

was the chairman of the Animal Welfare Committee of 

the Swedish Veterinary Association (2013-2016), Mem-

ber in the Animal Welfare Council (2013-2016), and in 

the expert group of laying hens of Swedish National 

Board of Agriculture (2000-2016). Furthermore, he was 

the Chairman of the Scientific Council of the Swedish 

Organic Certification Organisation KRAV (2013-2016). 
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Also, he is the Scientific co-ordinator for Workshop in 

poultry welfare 2012-2021 (Better Training for Safer 

Food organised by the EU Commission), and Chairman 

of the OIE Working group on animal welfare and laying 

hens production systems 2016-2020.

Farm Animal Behaviour – characteristics for assess-

ment of health and welfare, 2  editionnd , consist of 12 

chapters organised into three parts: farm animal spe-

cies (horses, cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and rabbits), 

poultry and farmed birds (domestic fowl, turkeys, 

geese, and domestic ducks), and non-domesticated 

animals such as deer (fallow deer and red deer), and 

ratites (ostrich, rhea, and emu). This 2  edition addi-nd

tionally covers other farm species compared to the 1  st

edition, and consideration might be taken for including 

other non-domestic farm animals as bison or even fish, 

in a future edition. Each chapter presents a wide range 

of behaviour elements of a particular species in an uni-

form format, clear and easy to read. The background to 

domestication, innate and learnt behaviour, social be-

haviour, mating behaviour, activity patterns, behaviour 

in the young animal, senses, etc. are covered for each 

species, also adding recently published data about mu-

tilation and transport.

In this textbook of 342 pages the authors demon-

strate thorough knowledge of this domain and specia-

lized literature in the field by consulting an impressive 
ndnumber of bibliographic titles. In this 2  edition, the 

authors made the efforts to include in the list of refe-

rences research findings published since 2010. Other 

important aspects are the increase of the number of 

illustrations, and printing of all 210 pictures in colour. 

This is a book of great value to anyone interested in 

the animals' ethology and welfare, from animal sci-

ence specialists to those who are new to farm animal 

husbandry.
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